The hydatid cyst of the lung in children and results of surgical treatment.
Between 1976 and 1986 one hundred and ten children with pulmonary hydatid disease were treated surgically. Sixty five of the patients were males and 45 were females. We diagnosed hydatid cyst in 36 cases submitted in our clinic with hemoptysis. Thirty of the patients had cough, 16 had chest pain and dyspnea, 12 had purulent sputum and 8 cases had fever and anaphylactic phenomena. In most of the patients hydatid cysts were localised in the right lung. However, they had affinity for the lower lobes of both lungs, rather than the upper lobes. The radiological examination was found to be the most reliable diagnostic method. In the majority of our cases we performed thoracotomy + cystotomy + capitonnage, while in some cases we performed resection, like cystectomy, wedge resection and lobectomy. We did not encounter any serious operative and postoperative complications, except for one pleural empyema and a single case of mortality.